s a historian at Illinois State University, I teach an undergraduate class to predominantly white middle class students that uses the history of race and American culture to teach historical methods. Despite substantial coursework in U.S. history and the social sciences and a general interest in the Black Lives Matter movement, history majors often know remarkably little about the historical issues that lay behind the movement. When specifically asked to describe the "relevant issues, origins, images, and larger implications" of the phrase "Black Lives Matter," their written answers rarely include information beyond the killing of Trayvon Martin in 2012 or incidents of police brutality in places such as Ferguson, Baltimore, and New York City. between the historic role of the federal government in fostering the birth of American suburbia, the expansion of the white middle class, and the persistence of racial inequities today. 5 After a careful analysis and class discussion on the FHA"s Manual, my students returned to the original question about the "relevant issues, origins, images, and larger implications" of the phrase "Black Lives Matter." In addition to references to the specific incidents mentioned previously, students identified the importance of a federal "system" of "white privilege" and "institutionalized racism" that reinforced racial segregation in housing and the political, legal, and social realities of racial economic inequality. Referencing "a broader sense of racial discrimination," one student wrote, "Even after their emancipation after the Civil War, African Americans have faced many forces preventing them from living the "American Dream."" Students understood that the ongoing struggle for black lives occurs within a cultural and physical landscape that is hardly accidental or some sort of natural state. Nor is it the product of extremism simply destined to be defeated by a story of unfolding American progress. Instead, the Federal Housing Authority"s A
